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Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  report  for  the  year  1902.  The 
tables  of  statistics  supplied  by  the  Local  Government  Board  are  the 
same  as  those  of  last  year,  and  my  calculations  are  based  on  the  same 
population  as  last  year  as  shown  by  the  census  returns.  The  weather 
was  on  the  whole  cold  and  wet,  though  the  actual  rainfall  was  under 
the  average,  owing  to  the  absence  of  any  very  heavy  downpours,  and 
the  result  was  an  absence  of  the  characteristic  seasonal  diseases  during 
the  early  part  of  the  year  and  summer. 

These  remarks  seem  to  be  applicable  to  the  whole  of  England  and 
W ales,  as  the  following  figures  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General  show  : 

England  and  Wales  (1902). 

Birth-rate  .  28 '6  per  1,000  living. 

Death-rate  .  16 '3  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Seven  Epidemic  Diseases  r64  ,,  „  „ 

Infant  Mortality . 133  per  1,000  births. 

I  have  not  the  figures  for  the  67  smaller  towns,  amongst  which  we  may 
be  classed  ;  but  we  may  take  the  above  figures  for  comparison,  as  we 
take  an  intermediate  position  between  the  large  towns  on  the  one  hand 
and  the  country  districts  on  the  other. 

Birth  Rate.  The  total  number  of  births  registered  during  the 
year  amounts  to  378,  of  which  113  occurred  in  the  North  Ward,  127  in 
the  South,  and  138  in  the  East  Ward.  These  are  equivalent  to  the 
following  rates  : — 

North  Ward  .  27 '41  per  1,000 

South  Ward  .  29'94  ,,  ,, 

East  Ward  .  39  05  ,,  ,, 

Whole  District .  3177  ,,  „ 

This  is  very  slightly  higher  than  the  previous  y^ear,  and  considerably 
above  the  average  of  the  previous  seven  years,  which  was  30'96,  and 
still  higher  than  that  of  England  and  Wales,  which  was  28'6.  There 
is  a  great  difterence  in  the  rates  of  the  various  wards,  that  of  the  East 
being  much  higher  than  the  other  two,  owing  probably  to  its  having  a 
younger  population  composed  largely  of  the  working  class. 

Mortality.  The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year 
was  178,  of  which  51  occurred  in  the  North  Ward,  81  in  the  South, 
and  45  in  the  East  Ward.  Two  died  in  the  Isolation  Hospital,  one  of 


taken.  Lsel  Mill,  an  old  source  of  pollution,  was  also  visited.  In 
consequence  of  the  discharge  of  liquid  manure  into  the  beck,  a  cesspool 
was,  at  the  instance  of  your  authority,  made  and  the  nuisance  abated. 
We  found,  however,  that  matters  were  worse  than  ever.  The  beck  sweeps 
round'the  farm  yard,  and  it  had  undermined  the  stone  retaining  wall  so 
that  it  had  fallen  in  and  left  a  large  arch  through  which  the  liquid 
sewage  could  pour  into  the  stream.  At  the  time  of  our  visit  scarcely 
any  of  the  liquid  manure  was  finding  its  way  into  the  cesspool. 

It  was  intended  to  visit  the  Bassenthwaite  sewerage  works,  but 
time  would  not  permit.  The  Keswick  sewerage  works  were  visited,  but 
there  was  practically  no  change  from  ^vhat  was  observed  on  our 
previous  visit. 

The  same  remark  applies  to  the  condition  of  Portinscale  sewerage 
works.  The  old  leakage  was  stopped  some  time  ago,  and,  except  that 
the  tanks  wanted  cleaning,  there  was  not  much  to  complain  of. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901.  A  new  feature  of  the 
present  year  is,  that  Medical  Ofhcers  of  Health  of  District  Councils  are 
required  in  their  annual  reports  to  report  specifically  on  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  the  Act  in  workshops  and  workplaces  in  their  districts,  and 
the  follow'ing  is  a  short  account  of  the  year’s  work. 

Systematic  monthly  inspections  of  the  workshops  and  bakehouses  in 
the  District  were  made  by  tlie  Inspector,  who  reports  them  all  as  being 
in  a  clean  and  sanitary  condition.  They  have  all  been  lime  washed  and 
cleaned  during  the  year. 

One  case  of  overcrowding  of  workshop  was  met  with  during  the 
year,  that  of  Mrs.  Dixon’s  in  Wood  Street.  On  representations  being 
made  to  her  the  overcrowding  was  abated. 

All  workshops  have  suitable  and  sufficient  sanitary  conveniences 
and  in  good  working  order. 

There  is  no  home  work,  and  no  outdoor  workers  are  employed  by 
or  through  the  workshops. 

Two  bakehouses  occupied  by  the  Misses  Armstrong,  High  Street, 
and  Miss  Banks,  Senhouse  Street,  respectively,  were  papered,  and  being 
contrary  to  the  Act,  the  owners  weie  ordered  to  have  the  paper  stripped 
off  and  the  walls  limewashed  or  painted.  This  was  complied  with  in 
both  cases.  All  bakehouses  have  been  limewashed  during  the  year 
twice  and  in  some  cases  three  times.  A  register  of  workshops  is  kept, 
and  all  workshops  are  provided  with  abstracts  of  the  Regulations. 
Three  abstracts  have  been  applied  for  and  provided  during  the  year. 

Vaccination  Acts.  In  February  last  a  letter  was  received  from 
the  Beckenham  Urban  District  Council  pressing  for  collective  action  for 
the  repeal  of  the  Conscientious  Objectors’  Clause,  and  I  was  asked  to 
furnish  your  Council  wnth  my  observations  thereon.  I  cannot  give  the 
report,  in  lull  here,  but  the  following  is  a  summary  of  the  recom- 
mendatious  : — 
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(1)  The  prosecution  of  all  who,  not  being  conscientious  objectors j 
fail  to  comply  with  the  Act. 

(2)  Sifting  of  results  before  reconsideration  of  the  next  Vac¬ 
cination  Act. 

(3)  The  adoption  of  some  scheme  of  re-vaccination. 

Sanitation.'  On  Sept.  23rd  I  visited  the  Slaughter  House  and 
found  matters  not  altogether  satisfactory.  It  was  not  on  the  whole  as 
clean  as  a  slaughter  house  should  be,  and  the  cowshed  was  in  particular 
very  dirty.  The  stalls  had  not  been  cleaned  that  day,  and  there  was 
no  clean  bedding.  The  visit  was  a  surprise  one. 

On  Sept.  30th,  in  company  with  the  Inspector,  I  made  an  inspec¬ 
tion  of  the  portion  of  the  South  Ward  situated  on  the  North  side  of 
river,  and  of  the  portion  of  the  North  Ward  left  unvisited  last  year. 
Several  serious  sanitary  defects  were  met  with,  the  commonest  of  which 
was  the  condition  of  the  pavement  in  the  washhouses  and  round  the 
gullies  which  allowed  soap  suds  and  other  offensive  liquids  to  soak  into 
and  pollute  the  surface  soil.  This  was  especially  the  case  in  Barnes’s 
Yard,  Eaglesfield  Street  ;  St.  Mary’s  Place  and  St.  John’s  Yard,  Kirkby 
Street ;  Whillan’s  Yard,  Wood  Street ;  Me. Gulley’s  Passage,  John 
Street;  Russell’s  Yard,  Furnace  Road;  and  Johnston’s  Yard  and 
Todhunter’s  Yard,  Catherine  Street. 

In  some  of  the  yards  the  water  supply  was  deficient,  notably  in 
St.  Mary’s  Place,  Kirkby  Street,  in  which  a  fatal  case  of  Typhoid  Fever 
occurred  ;  in  St.  John’s  Yard,  Kirkby  Street  ;  and  in  Ross’s  Yard, 
Queen  Street.  In  most  of  these  cases  the  supply  has  been  restored. 
In  Nixon’s  Yard,  Crosby  Street,  the  floors  of  two  washhouses  are 
beneath  the  level  of  the  yard,  and  as  there  is  no  drainage  the  liquids 
cannot  escape. 

In  Johnston’s  Yard,  Furnace  Road,  are  two  houses  without  any 
water  supply  at  all.  The  back  passage  between  Senhouse  Street  and 
John  Street  is  in  a  very  dirty  and  dilapidated  condition,  and  needs 
thoroughly  reconstructing.  Many  of  the  ventilators  have  no  cowls,  and 
most  of  them  are  too  low. 

In  that  portion  of  the  western  end  of  Curzon  Street  opposite  the 
Baptist  Church  nearly  all  the  houses  had  the  same  sanitary  defects, 
VIZ.,  faulty  joints  in  the  soil  pipes,  and  insufficiently  high  ventilators. 
In  one  of  these  houses  a  case  of  Typhoid  occurred. 

In  the  upper  yard  at  Furnace  Mill  an  additional  gully  is  required 
to  carry  off  rain  and  slop  water. 

A  very  common  and  dangerous  nuisance  is  the  quantity  of  orange 
peel,  apples,  fruit  stones,  etc.,  that  are  thrown  on  the  flagged  footpaths 
to  the  great  danger  of  pedestrians  ;  and  a  further  danger  is  caused  by 
the  practice  of  boys  sliding  along  the  granite  concrete  blocks  and 
making  them  so  slippery  as  to  be  unsafe. 

Another  disgusting  nuisanse  is  caused  by  schoolboys  on  the  steps 
leading  down  to  the  lower  parts  of  the  town. 
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Overcrowding.  Two  cases  of  overciMw.lino^  were  met  with  during 
the  year  ;  one  in  Jackson’s  house,  Greeiili  tw’s  Yard,  Ellenborough, 
where  a  family  of  seven  were  living  in  one  I i vine-  and  one  sleeping  room. 
The  other  occurred  in  Irving’s  Yard,  Kirkby  Street,  in  which  two  cases 
of  Typhoid  occurred.  Both  cases  were  abate.!. 

Small-pox.  During  the  year  several  advices  were  received  from 
Medical  Officers  of  Ports  ot  the  discharge  of  sailors  belonging  to  this 
district  from  ships  from  which  cases  of  Small-pox  had  been  removed. 
The  first  was  on  January  12th,  from  the  Medical  Officer  of  Greenwich, 
to  the  effect  that  a  man  had  been  discharged  from  the  s.s.  “  Jacona,” 
from  Portland,  Maine,  from  which  ship  two  cases  of  Small-pox  had  been 
removed.  The  man  had  given  a  wrong  address,  evidently  to  avoid 
supervision,  and  could  not  be  traced.  The  second  was  on  June  23rd, 
of  the  discharge  from  the  s  s.  “Scotsman,”  at  Newport,  of  9  men  who 
had  been  exposed  to  infection  on  board  ship.  The  men  were  kept 
under  surveillance  till  the  incubation  period  expired,  and  none  con¬ 
tracted  the  disease. 

In  the  third  case  the  s.s.  “  Loughrigg  Holme  ”  itself  came  into 
port.  She  had  landed  a  Small-pox  case  at  Gibraltar,  and  three  more 
had  been  subsequently  removed  at  Liverpool.  As  all  things  necessary^ 
had  been  done  in  Liverpool  it  was  only  necessary  to  examine  the 
officers  and  crew  on  arrival,  and,  all  being  well,  pratique  was  granted. 
The  men  were  kept  under  observation  till  all  danger  was  passed. 

On  December  24th  I  was  informed  by  the  Customs  of  a  case  of 
sickness  on  board  the  s.s.  “  Talavera,”  then  lying  in  the  roads.  The 
weather  was  so  stormy  that  it  was  impossible  to  get  on  board,  but  on 
the  arrival  at  the  Quarantine  Station,  on  December  27th,  it  was  found 
to  be  a  case  of  Confluent  Smallpox.  As  this  formed  the  subject  of  a 
special  report  I  need  not  say  more  here  than  that  the  man  was  removed 
to  the  Isolation  Hospital  where  he  died  the  following  day  ;  the  crew 
revaccinated  ;  the  patient’s  clothing  and  bedding  burnt  ;  the  other 
men’s  clothing  disinfected,  and  the  ship  thoroughly  cleansed  and  dis¬ 
infected,  and  pratique  granted.  The  two  men  who  had  been  in  attend¬ 
ance  on  the  patient  were  quarantined  on  board  the  ship  for  a  fortnight, 
the  others  were  paid  off  and  their  addresses  sent  to  the  Medical  Officers 
of  Health  of  their  respective  districts.  So  far  as  I  have  heard  no  case 
of  infection  occurred  except  the  Nurse  who  attended  him,  and  who  had 
not  been  vaccinated  since  infancy.  She  fortunately  took  the  disease 
very  slightly. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedinnt  Servant, 

JAMES  LITTLE,  M.D , 

Marpport,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Feb.  7th,  1903. 
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Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1902  and  previous  years. 

Maryport  Urban  District. 
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TABLE  II. 

Vital  Statistics  of  separate  Localities  in  1902  and  previous  years. 

Maryport  Urban  District. 
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Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  tlie  year  1902. 

Maryport  Urban  District. 
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*  From  s,s.  “  Talavera.” 

+  From  s.s.  “Whitby.” 


12 


TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1902. 
Maryport  Urban  District. 
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